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reached the Persian Gulf by ship. . . We also
activated the Ready Reserve Force for the
first time. By late February, there were
some 500 merchant marines employed by the
Military Sealift Command serving in the
Gulf on the high seas. . .

The war in the Persian Gulf is over, but
the merchant marine’s contribution to our
nation continues. In war, merchant seamen
have long served with valor and distinction
by carrying critical supplies and equipment
to our troops in far away lands. In peace-
time, the merchant marine has another vital
role—contributing to our economic security
by linking us to our trading partners around
the world and providing the foundation for
our ocean commerce.

The United States today remains the
world’s leader, with global interests and re-
sponsibilities. We are a maritime nation. Our
strategy demands that we have access to for-
eign markets, to energy, to mineral re-
sources, and to the oceans. We must be able
to project power across the seas.

This means that not only do we need a
strong Navy, but a strong maritime industry
as well. For, as the brilliant naval strategist
Alfred Thayer Mahan once wrote, ‘‘Sea
power in the broad sense . . . includes not
only the military strength afloat, that rules
the seas or any part of it by force of arms,
but also the peaceful commerce and shipping
from which a military fleet naturally and
healthfully springs, and on which it securely
rests.’’ . . .

Our strategy requires us to be able to
project power quickly and effectively across
the oceans to deal with the crisis we couldn’t
avoid or protect. Sealift will be critical to
fulfilling this strategic requirement. We
learned a lot of valuable lessons from our lift
operations in support of Desert Shield/Desert
Storm. Many of these were incorporated into
our new Mobility Requirements Plan—a
blueprint for what we believe is needed to
fulfill our armed forces’ lift requirements in
support of our new strategy. . . The plan
also acknowledges that the merchant marine
and our maritime industry will be vital to
our national security for many years to
come. . .

The key to investment, the one that really
matters, is our investment in quality peo-
ple. . . Few occupations require the high
standards U.S. seamen must meet and the
demonstrated skills they must acquire to
pursue their career. It is your skills and
those of your buddies in the Armed Forces
that will help America maintain its position
of leadership in the world.

I am here to tell you that we still need
you. Do not let anyone suggest to you other-
wise.

Mr. Speaker, General Powell was right
when he said that America needs a strong
merchant marine fleet to maintain our position
as a world leader on the oceans. I urge every
Member of this House to work toward
strengthening our merchant marine fleet.
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Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to join my constituents in paying
tribute to a longtime friend and a dedicated
public servant, Mrs. Geraldine George-
Foushee. Gigi, as we all know her, has dedi-
cated her professional life to law enforcement

and service to her community. A Newark resi-
dent who graduated from Newark’s public
schools, she went on to earn a masters de-
gree in social work. Gigi served her commu-
nity as a police officer with the Newark Police
Department and later as a detective in the
Essex County Sheriff’s Office.

Gigi Foushee was the first African-American
woman to serve as deputy mayor for the city
of Newark and the first to serve as executive
director of Newark’s Alcohol Beverage Control
Board. In 1991, Gigi achieved another first,
she became the first African-American woman
in New Jersey’s history to be appointed war-
den of the Essex County Jail, the largest jail
in New Jersey.

She was recently appointed by Chief Justice
Robert N. Wilentz, of the New Jersey Su-
preme Court, to serve as a member of the
New Jersey Supreme Court Task Force on Mi-
nority Concerns. Gigi continues to participate
in numerous committees and task forces
which are committed to addressing the con-
cerns of the people of this community. As a
result of her activities and accomplishments,
she has received numerous community and
law enforcement awards.

Gigi Foushee is a mother, a wife, and an
excellent role model for our young people. Her
service to this community will always be ap-
preciated and remembered. She is an inspira-
tion to us all. Mr. Speaker, I ask that all of my
colleagues join with me in recognition of a
truly extraordinary woman, Mrs. Geraldine
‘‘Gigi’’ Foushee.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I commend to
my colleagues the following editorial, which
appeared in the Altoona Mirror, a newspaper
in my 9th Congressional District of Pennsylva-
nia. Concise and to the point, the piece de-
scribes why, without significant and immediate
labor reforms, Amtrak may well find itself with-
out any Federal funding this year. This edi-
torial is a solid enunciation of the issue and I
commend it to my colleagues and anyone else
interested in the future of Amtrak.

AMTRAK NEEDS LABOR REFORMS

The freedom to make good business deci-
sions, not government subsidies, offers Am-
trak the best chance at long-term survival.

Despite Sen. Arlen Specter’s words of sup-
port for Amtrak in Altoona, the nation’s
passenger railroad could derail without the
reforms being supported by U.S. Rep. Bud
Shuster. Those reforms would reduce Am-
trak’s overgenerous severance package and
allow the railroad to contract out for non-
food services, such as equipment repair.

Amtrak has an absurd severance package
under which workers are eligible for each
year they work, up to a total of six years, if
they are laid off or moved more than 30 miles
from their current job assignment.

This means Amtrak wants to abandon an
unprofitable line, it may wind up paying em-
ployees for six years even though they are
not working.

A bill backed by Shuster would reduce the
maximum severance package to six months.

The other major reform would allow Am-
trak to contract out work, other than food

service. Currently the passenger railroad is
prohibited by hiring outside contractors if it
would affect a member of the bargaining
unit.

Amtrak’s repair facilities need to be up-
graded at a cost of hundreds of millions of
dollars. The General Accounting Office esti-
mates $260 million is needed for Amtrak’s
primary maintenance shops in Beach Grove,
IN.

This is money that Amtrak doesn’t have
and the Federal government does not need to
spend. The nation’s freight railroads, such as
Conrail, have the capacity to do some of Am-
trak’s repairs on a contract basis.

Why should American taxpayers be forced
to fork over $260 million to complete a major
upgrade at just one of Amtrak’s repair facili-
ties when private companies should do their
work?

Unfortunately, not everyone sees the need
for immediate changes.

Shuster last week stopped discussion on
the reform legislation after 38 members of
the committee moved to give Amtrak and its
unions 270 days to negotiate new contract
provisions.

This would just continue to drag Amtrak’s
problems out. If Amtrak and its unions can
not reach an agreement in 270 days, then
President Clinton would appoint a Presi-
dential Emergency Board, which would have
60 days to review the matter. Then the dis-
pute would go to ‘Clinton. He can take what-
ever time is needed, possibly years, before
making a decision.

Amtrak may not have that long. The pas-
senger railroad’s federal funding is $993 mil-
lion for the current fiscal year. The House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transpor-
tation has cut the amount to $728 million for
the next year and made the money contin-
gent on passage of legislation offering sig-
nificant labor reforms.

Without changes, Amtrak could find itself
without any federal money, which would vir-
tually kill the passenger rail service and un-
dermine the unemployment and retirement
systems for all railroad employees. This
could be disastrous.

We agree that the United States needs a
passenger railroad, but the only way to guar-
antee that is to free Amtrak of the shackles
that keep it from making the best business
decisions. That’s what the legislation sup-
ported by Shuster does and why is should be
enacted.
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Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
spread throughout Washington, DC., and
roaming in all corners of our country are more
than 250,000 cars and trucks that make up
the civilian Federal motor fleet. Last year, the
GAO reported that only the IRS was in compli-
ance with existing law which requires agencies
to take advantage of the most cost-effective
fleet management practices available.

Today, I am introducing a bill to require the
Office of Management and Budget to super-
vise the awarding of competitive contracts in
acquiring and operating the Federal fleets.
This bill will save taxpayers at least $1 billion
over 5 years.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress must demand
that Federal agencies account for all the costs
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